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CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's soccer team is headed for the 
NCAA Division I playoffs. 
The Panthers received the No. 1 seed in the Midwest Regional Monday (Nov. 14) 
and will begin their drive· for the national title this weekend. Eastern's opponent 
in that contest will not be determined until Wednesday, when Southern Methodist and 
St. Louis Universities square off in St. Louis. By virtue of its No. 1 seed, EIU 
received a bye for the first round of the Midwest Regional and will face the SMU-
St. Louis winner. 
EIU Associate Athletic Director Ron Paap, who took the call from the NCAA 
informing the Panthers of the tournament bid, said the time, date and site of the 
weekend match will be determined Thursday (Nov. 17) morning. The NCAA will consider 
the size of the playing facility and attendance/revenue possibilities before deciding 
if Eastern will host the Regional final, he said. 
The Panthers enter post-season competition with a 16-1 record and are ranked 
fifth in the latest NCAA I poll. The only setback for Eastern this season was a 
3-1 loss to Southern Methodist and if the Mustangs can beat St. Louis, the Panthers 
will have the opportunity to avenge that defeat. 
"I hope SMU gets a bid, beats St. Louis and comes here," EIU coach Schellas 
Hyndman said recently. "We'll destroy them." 
The Panthers are not new to post-season play, placing third in NCAA I in 1981 
and being eliminated in the first round of last year's national tournament. 
Many of the players remember last season's early elimination, including the 
Panthers' leading scorer this season, sophomore Neil Swindells (Manchester, England), 
who has 16 goals. Eastern also boasts All-Americans Damien Kelly (Dublin, Ireland) 
and Agyeman Prempeh (Kumasi, Ghana). Kelly heads Eastern's all-time career scoring 
list with 51 goals. 
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